[Successful radiotherapy for the thoracic cord infiltration of adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma].
A-51-year-old woman with a sixteen-year history of mixed connective tissue disease was admitted to the Kitasato University Hospital because of hypogastric pain in September 1999. Colonofiberscopy and computed tomography in the abdomen demonstrated thickening of the intestinal wall with a hemorrhagic ulcer in the terminal ileum. The histopathologic findings of the lesion revealed diffuse infiltration of atypical T-lymphocytes. The titers of anti-HTLV-I antibody and serum soluble IL-2 receptor were elevated. The diagnosis of adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma (ATLL) infiltrating the terminal ileum was made. Combination chemotherapy including VEPA-M was undertaken, and resulted in a partial response. ATLL became refractory about June 2000. Flaccid paralysis, dysesthesia in the left lower limb and bladder-bowel disturbance emerged in a few days, July 2000. T2-weighed MRCT images demonstrated that a lesion with a high intensity signal was present in the spinal cord around Th 7. Flower-like cells were detected in the cerebrospinal fluid. Infiltration of ATLL into the thoracic cord was diagnosed. Administration of intrathecal methotrexate and prednisolone, systemic dexamethasone and local irradiation of 30 Gy improved the paralysis and the abnormal MRCT findings. Rehabilitation restored the patient's ability to walk.